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EVEEYONE who wishes to penetrate the gateway to the Polar
seas must of necessity, as a matter of information for his guid-
ance, carefully inspect the prepared charts, as well as the litera-
ture relating the experiences of other navigators who have pre-
ceded him into this region, when everything is left behind save
hope. The entrance through which the relief expedition was now
to pass had been followed by Baffin, in 1616, by Sir John Frank-
lin, in 1845, by Englefield, in 1852, by Doctor Kane in the second
Grinnell expedition of 1853, by Doctor Hayes, in 1861, by Hall
in the Polaris, in 1871, by Nares in the Alert and Discovery, in
1875, by Greely in the Proteus, in 1881, and by others,, as well
m by Hartstene, Leopold McClintoek, Sir Allen Young, and
Commander J. A. Greer in the searches conducted by them for
missing expeditions. The route from Upernavik to the Duck
Islands had been only hurriedly surveyed and was filled with
countless submerged dangers which the covering of ice completely
shut out of view.

The Governor, Mr. Elborg, of North Greenland, in which
TJpernavik was situated, was unremitting in his courteous atten-
tions and assistance to the expedition. His long residence in that
remote settlement had afforded exceptional opportunities to be-
come familiar with the natives, the weather and the ice conditions
of a region visited from time to time by explorers or those who
led expeditions for missing parties. Much profit was derived
from his recital of generally prevailing conditions, but not much
encouragement from the reported ice conditions further north
at this early period of the season.

Nevertheless, it was decided to push northward to Kingatok
Hand and, if possible, to gain Tassuisak, the most northerly civ-
ffized settlement on the west coast of Greenland.   The ice found
158, snow storms, and
